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LOCAL COMMUNITIES COORDINATION INITIATIVE 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [2.10 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the success the 
McGowan government is achieving with a prototype initiative designed to help the more vulnerable members of our 
society. Some nine months ago we launched the local communities coordination trial, which places local community 
coordinators just a phone call away from those in need. The needs of the clientele are wide and varied. They may 
be a mother and her children escaping domestic violence, a father struggling with mental health issues, a parent or 
carer needing support, or homeless and socially isolated people. They are often people who fall between service 
gaps. Local community coordinators take time to listen and get to know people, and their mission is to provide timely 
and appropriate connections that enable people to get the assistance they need. 
I was recently privileged to meet one of those helped by this outstanding initiative. William Jones, a 92-year-old 
veteran of the Korean War, was recently allocated a public home unit in Mirrabooka through the efforts of 
a non-government organisation and the Department of Communities. This amazing man has never lived in his own 
home and has been effectively homeless for many years. At times he has lived rough. He has lived in vehicles and he 
has lived in boarding homes, describing that experience as “not beneficial to peace and quiet”. Mr Jones is as sharp as 
a tack and just needed a chance, not only to have a home, but also to become a valued part of his new community. That 
chance was supplied to him by the Department of Communities under its local communities coordination prototype. 
This whole person, whole family, whole community, whole system initiative exemplifies the type of wraparound 
services that I often talk about when speaking on the issue of social housing. As I have said many times, a home is 
not just a roof over our heads; it is also all the other issues that need to be handled to successfully transition someone 
from a state of homelessness to having a home and a community that supports them. It is a Housing First model. 
Mr Jones is learning new skills. He has a mobile phone, a microwave oven and a new television. He enjoys gardening 
in his new backyard and he is looking forward to renewing his passion for woodwork. When I asked him whether 
he was happy, his reply was, “I’ve never been happier.” 
As I said at the start of this statement, this initiative launched approximately nine months ago and in that time has 
helped almost 900 people, many of whom would have ended up in our crisis system. With its focus on strengthening 
social bonds and collaborative practical solutions, this work is especially important to community recovery from 
the devastating effects of COVID-19. It is an initiative that should be supported by all. All those workers involved 
in delivering these services are to be commended. 
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